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TTRRAANNSSLLAATTOORR’’SS PPRREEFFAACCEE

This is a translation of the book As-Sabeel ila’l-‘Izza wa’t-Tamkeen,

by Shaykh AbdulMaalik ar-Ramadaanee (may Allaah preserve him).1

The book comprehensive in outlining how the Muslims should set 

about rectifying their dire situation and it outlines in a clear 

manner the practical steps needed in order for the Muslims to gain 

help from Allaah in this life.

Shaykh ‘AbdulMaalik thus examines the da’wah of many 

contemporary Muslims and how they are far from implementing 

the ways of the Prophet Muhammad (sallallaahu alayhi wassallam) in

their methodologies.

1 Published by Daar at-Tayyibah, Riyadh; and written by the Shaykh in Madeenah on the 8th Shawwaal 

1421 (2000 CE).
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IINNTTRROODDUUCCTTIIOONN

In the Name of Allaah, 

All praise is due to Allaah and peace and blessings on His messenger 

Muhammad and his companions and his family.

To proceed: I put forward these words on the minbar of Masjid Ibraaheem

Khaleel in Dubai for Daar ul-Birr on jumu’ah 21 Sha’baan 1412 AH.

The brothers in charge of publications in the masjid copied the khutbah and 

printed 20, 000 copies from it. Then distributed it for charity, may Allaah 

increase them in goodness. I saw that I should add to it other related words, 

I ask Allaah to provide it to be used sincerely and to benefit the creation by 

it. Indeed, my Lord is Near and answers. 

AbdulMaalik ar-Ramadaanee 

8 Shawwaal 1421 AH 

Madeenah
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Indeed, all praise is dues to Allaah, we praise Him, we seek His aid, and we 

ask for His forgiveness. Whomever Allaah guides, there is none to misguide 

and whoever Allaah misguides there is none to guide. I bear witness that 

there is no god worthy of worship except Allaah and I bear witness that 

Muhammad is the servant and messenger of Allaah. The best speech is the 

book of Allaah and the best guidance is the guidance of Muhammad 

(sallallaahu alayhi wassallam). The worst of affairs are the newly invented 

matters, for every newly invented matter into the religion is an innovation, 

and every innovation (into the religion) is misguidance and all misguidance 

is in the fire. 

To proceed:

O gathering of Muslims, do not fear that you live as Muslims today in 

tribulations and what diverts them from punishments and whatever afflicts 

them from calamities.

The Muslims have enemies that do not have mercy with them and are not 

heedless of them and this is the sunnah of Allaah with His creation, Allaah 

tests the good with the bad in order to liberate from the ranks of the 

Muslims His elite and to chooses the best of them. This is because with tests 

and trials Allaah knows who achieves nobility and those are the ones who 

will pass the test. Allaah said, 

>

<

_________________________________________________________________
© SalafiManhaj 2006

5



The Path to Honour and Establishment 

_____________________________________________________________________

“Or do you think that you will enter Paradise while such (trial) has 

not yet come to you as came to those who passed on before you? They 

were touched by poverty and hardship and were shaken until (even 

their) messenger and those who believed with him said, “When is the 

help of Allaah?” unquestionably, the help of Allaah is near.” 

{al-Baqarah (2): 214} 

A believer has belief in the heart that Allaah promises and does not burden. 

There is no doubt that the period of tribulation has already arisen and the 

Muslims are in a state of weakness and humiliation, except for whomever 

Allaah wills. It is not suitable for me to stop you for long with tears over the 

ruins, because that does not cure the situation. 

It is necessary for every Muslim to think about the situation and to think 

about what knowledge will establish the causes that Allaah has bound for 

victory. Also, from the sunnah of Allaah is that for every cause is an effect, 

and that Allaah, Blessed and Most High, made it a condition for every Muslim 

that seeks victory to realise great conditions and under them are further 

conditions, but the following two will suffice us. 

That is because Allaah, The Blessed and Most High, already pledged victory 

with its people and made a good reward for the people of taqwaa. It is not 

for whoever disobeys Allaah and opposes Him and associates partners in 

worship with Him, Glory to Him. How can that be when Allaah says,

“And the (best) outcome is (for those) of righteousness” 

{Taa Haa (20): 132} 

And Allaah says, 
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>

<

“Said Moosaa to his people, “Seek help through Allaah and be 

patient. Indeed, the earth belongs to Allaah. He causes to inherit it 

whom He wills of His servants. And the (best) outcome is for the 

righteous.””

{al-A’raaf (7): 128} 

And Allaah says, 

><

“Indeed, Allaah is with those who fear Him and those who are doers 

of good.” 

{an-Nahl (16): 128} 

Allaah explained in some verses of the Qur’aan: 

>

<

“And Allaah had already taken a covenant from the children of Israel, 

and We delegated from among them twelve leaders. And Allaah said, 

“I am with you. If you establish prayer and give zakah and believe in 
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My messengers and support them and loan Allaah a goodly loan 

(spending in Allaah’s way), I will surely remove from you your 

misdeeds and admit you to gardens beneath which rivers flow. But 

whoever of you disbelieves after that has certainly strayed from the 

soundness of the way.” 

{al-Maa’idah (5): 12} 

Allaah established for those with two eyes that indeed Allaah, Mighty and 

Majestic, is a helper for this ummah. However, the help that is written for its 

people is not by wishful thinking and imaginations. Allaah said, 

“It (Paradise) is not (obtained) by your wishful thinking nor by that of 

the People of the Scripture. Whoever does a wrong will be 

recompensed for it, and he will not find besides Allaah a protector or a 

helper.”

{an-Nisaa (4): 123} 

That is because the enemies of the Muslims do not gain victory over the 

Muslims due to their power. They gain victory over the Muslims when the 

Muslims leave their Lord and become preoccupied with their own selves. 

Allaah, Mighty and Majestic, does not oppress His servants an atom’s weight, 

so it is not for us to be heedless about our obligations and neglect our 

rights. It is upon us to adorn ourselves with that which Allaah has 

commanded us with. This good is sadly something that the Muslims do not 

study amongst themselves, as for the Muslims enumerating the strength and 

power of their enemies, it should be said to them: “Can Allaah defeat that 

power?”
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TTHHEE AAMMOOUUNNTT OOFF EEEEMMAAAANN AANNDD TTHHEE AAMMOOUUNNTT OOFF

MMAATTEERRIIAALL TTHHIINNGGSS ((AATT DDIISSPPOOSSAALL))

These two conditions that I would like to mention are: 

FFIIRRSSTTLLYY: what has been mentioned previously, it is the strength of eemaan

and taqwaa of Allaah, Mighty and Majestic.

SSEECCOONNDDLLYY: the amount of material possessions at disposal, such as man-

power and armies because Allaah says, 

>

<

“And prepare against them whatever you are able of power and steeds 

of war by which you may terrify the enemy of Allaah and your enemy 

and others besides them whom you do not know (but) whom Allaah 

knows. And whatever you spend in the cause of Allaah will be fully 

repaid to you, and you will not be wronged.” 

{al-Anfaal (8): 60} 

Therefore, whichever kind of power is with the Muslims and does not 

terrify the enemy, is not legislated power, I gained this Qur’aanic benefit 

from al-Mujaahid Rabee’ bin Haadee al-Madkhalee (hafidhahullaah).
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The messenger (sallallaahu aayhi wassallam) has already conveyed the meaning 

of strength in the verse, he stated: “strength is in marksmanship, strength is in 

marksmanship.”2

Allaah, Mighty and Majestic, specifically mentioned steeds because they are the 

best to fight on, on such a day. The messenger of Allaah (sallallaahu alayhi 

wassallam) specifically mentioned marksmanship because it is the strongest 

thing to fight with on such a day. 

This should bring attention to Muslims that preparation should be of a 

higher level compared to what the enemy possess. I gained the benefit of 

this hadeeth from ‘Allaamah Hamaad bin Muhammad al-Ansaaree 

(raheemahullaah). The control of man-power should be based on the amount 

of kuffaar fighters and on the weakness in number of the Muslim fighters. If 

they (kuffaar) increase in number it is not obligatory on the Muslims to enter 

the battlefield. Allaah had already obligated on the Muslims during the first 

affair that they fight the kuffaar. Even if they were ten to one, Allaah has 

invalidated weakness, Allaah says: 

2 Saheeh Muslim
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“O Prophet, urge the believers to battle. If there are among you 

twenty (who are) steadfast, they will overcome two hundred. And if 

there are among you one hundred (who are) steadfast, they will 

overcome a thousand of those who have disbelieved because they are 

a people who do not understand. Now, Allaah has lightened (the 

hardship) for you, and He knows that among you is weakness. So if 

there are from you one hundred (who are) steadfast they will 

overcome two hundred. And if there are among you one thousand 

they will overcome two thousand by the permission of Allaah. And 

Allaah is with the steadfast.” 

{al-Anfaal (8): 65-66}

So how can someone come today, and gather one thousand or two 

thousand or ten thousand to confront one million fighters, and whoever 

disagrees with him, then he is with them (the enemy) in weakness of eemaan,

or a munaafiq or an apostate?! 
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TTHHEE AAMMOOUUNNTT OOFF EEEEMMAAAANN IISS OOFF PPRRIIOORR

IIMMPPOORRTTAANNCCEE

I want to inform my brothers that with the realisation of the most important 

preparation, I mean by this the amount of eemaan as this is the initial basis 

that is vital for the Muslims. It is initial in that during the first affair do you 

not see how Allaah forbade the believers from His military confrontations 

and ordered them with a worship-based confrontation? He said, 

>

<

“Have you not seen those who were told, “Restrain your hands (from 

fighting) and establish prayer and give zakah”? but then when 

fighting was ordained for them, at once a party of them feared men as 

they fear Allaah or with (even) greater fear. They said, “Our Lord, why 

have You decreed upon us fighting? If only You had postponed (it 

for) us for a short time.” Say, “The enjoyment of this world is little, 

and the Hereafter is better for he who fears Allaah. And injustice will 

not be done to you, (even) as much as a thread (inside a date seed).” 

{an-Nisaa (4): 77} 
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Allaah, Mighty and Majestic, ordered them to realise the rights of tawheed, such 

as salah and zakah. Salah is between the servant (of Allaah) and His Lord, 

and zakah is between the servant and his brother.

Material strength does not mean that if the hearts become devoid of taqwaa

of Allaah, Mighty and Majestic, it shall be said, “only by the sword and its 

strike.” And Muslims should not say, as some say, “indeed, the Muslims 

today are many” he does not mean human resources that do not purify its

actions. The messenger of Allaah (sallallaahu alayhi wassallam) said that Islaam 

will not gain victory by scum. 

It has been authenticated in musnad of Imaam Ahmad and the sunan of Abee 

Daawood from Thawbaan (radi Allaahu ‘anhu) who said that the messenger 

of Allaah said “The nations will soon invite each other to attack you, just as people 

invite each other to eat from a dish.” Someone asked: “Will that be because of our 

small numbers at that time?” He (sallallaahu alayhi wassallam) replied, “No, you will 

be numerous at that time, but you will be like scum, like the scum and filth carried by a 

torrent, and Allaah will take fear from the hearts of your enemy and will place wahn into 

your hearts.” Someone asked, “What is ‘wahn’ O messenger of Allaah?” He 

(sallallaahu alayhi wassallam) replied, “Love of the dunya and hatred for death.”
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TTHHEE WWAAYY TTOO SSOOVVEERREEIIGGNNTTYY IISS BBYY RREETTUURRNNIINNGG TTOO

TTHHEE CCOORRRREECCTT DDEEEENN

If the proceeding hadeeth of Thawbaan (radi Allaahu anhu) highlighted the 

disease then the following hadeeth of Ibn ‘Umar describes the cure. 

From Ibn ‘Umar (radi Allaahu anhu) that the Prophet (sallallaahu alayhi

wassallam) said, “If you follow ‘eenah and become satisfied with agriculture and follow 

the tails of cow (become preoccupied with worldly affairs) and leave fighting in the way of 

Allaah, then Allaah will cause you to be subjugated and suffer humiliation, which will 

not be lifted until you return to your Deen.”3

So here we have two benefits, first one: 

FFIIRRSSTTLLYY:: Indeed this hadeeth doesn’t explain the diseases, as for the hadeeth

of Thawbaan (radi Allaahu anhu) then the Prophet’s (sallallaahu alayhi 

wassallam) speech “…If you follow ‘eenah…” to his statement “…and follow the 

tails of cows…” is an explanation of his general statement “…love of the 

dunya…” and the Prophet’s (sallallaahu alayhi wassallam) saying “…and you leave 

fighting in the way of Allaah…” is as a result of “…hating death…”

So contemplate on the wordings of these two ahadeeth, as they are both 

extracted both from the same one niche.

SSEECCOONNDDLLYY:: People certainly differ in their ways to cure the 

aforementioned disease.

3 Ahmad and Aboo Daawood - Hasan
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So there are those that look at the political situation, and also those that 

desire bloody conflicts and also those that indulge into current affairs and 

many other views. As for the Messenger of Allaah (sallallaahu alayhi 

wassallam) then indeed he (sallallaahu alayhi wassallam) looked at the cultivating 

da’wah and religious state of affairs. For when the people become firm on 

the true religion of Allaah and follow the sunnah of Muhammad (sallallaahu

alayhi wassallam), their affairs will be totally rectified. As for if they differ over 

returning to their religion then it is worthy of them to stay away from the 

realisation of a few solutions. 

So for this reason the People of the sunnah, the Salafees, are the foremost 

people to the Prophet (sallallaahu alayhi wassallam). They are the most 

happiest with his (sallallaahu alayhi wassallam) da’wah, due to their 

perseverance in teaching people, guiding them and patience on such da’wah

until the time comes when Allaah will show them the response from their 

people,

“And that day the believers will rejoice in the victory of Allaah. He 

gives victory to whosoever He wills, and He is the Exalted in Might, 

the Merciful” 

{Soorah ar-Room (30): 4-5} 

As for those whom Allaah has not responded to yet, especially in the da’wah

of tawheed, then it is for them to be patient upon this path and not divert 

from it until they meet Allaah as pious scholars as Allaah described, 
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><

“But be pious scholars of The Lord because of what you have taught 

of the Scripture and because of what you have studied.” 

{Soorah Aali-Imraan (3): 79} 

So for this reason the efforts of those who seek political solutions or bloody 

conflicts or knowledge of contemporary affairs have not been rectified in 

accordance with the clear and manifest words of the Prophet (sallallaahu

alayhi wassallam) “…Until you return to your deen.”4

There is no path to returning to the deen except by studying it, returning the 

affair to learning as the Prophet (sallallaahu alayhi wassallam) said, “Indeed

knowledge is gained by little by little and forbearance is gained little by little.” Narrated

by al-Bukhaaree in Adab ul-Mufrad and it is saheeh.

The most important matter that will restore power back to the Believers 

over their enemies are that they make contact with Allaah alone, with love, 

hope, fear, humbleness, trust, standing between the hands of Allaah and to 

do away with everything else besides Allaah.5

Allaah said,

4 Indeed, one only has to observe the end of those that have pursued these ways, only for them to end

up lounging in the stinking cells of prison, we seek refuge in Allaah. This can be seen in the Muslim

world and in the UK wherein a variety of such ‘Mujaahideen’ and ‘activists’ have even been 

imprisoned and detained by the kuffaar. These individuals were well known for their oppression,

takfeer and vile statements about the Salafees. Only for themselves to get an even worse taste of their 

own medicine from those who have no compassion or mercy in their war against Islam, the kuffaar.

“Thus do we recompense the criminals.” {Soorah Yoonus: 13} -  [Translator’s Note]

5 Sadly, this excellent analysis from Shaykh AbdulMaalik is ridiculed these days by Muslim

movements as being naïve and simplistic. There is no doubt that the results of such mockery and 

belittlement of the true da’wah has been a cause for many of the troubles that are currently taking place 

throughout the Muslim world. [TN]
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>

<

“Allaah has promised those who have believed among you and done 

righteous deeds that He will surely grant them succession (to 

authority) upon the just as He granted it to those before them and 

that He will surely establish for them (therein) their religion which He 

has preferred for them and that He will surely substitute for them, 

after their fear, security, (for) they worship Me, not associating 

anything with Me.” 

{Soorat un-Noor (24): 55} 

So do the Muslims actually pay any attention to this great condition, 

“…(for) they worship Me, not associating anything with Me…”

- So does the one who puts his hopes in a stone qualify for help? 

- Does the one who seeks help from the dead qualify for help? 

- Does the one who prostrates by the graves qualify for help? 

- Does the one who makes Tawaaf around the shrine or tomb of a pious man 

qualify for help? 

- Does the one who believes that his hidden and open affairs are in the hand of a 

Wali (Friend or Close Ally of Allaah), or swears by the Prophet qualify for help?
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All of these kinds do not qualify for help and yet all of them are 

amongst us in great numbers, rather they are the majority!6

Imaam Ahmad reported with an authentic chain of narration that the 

Messenger of Allaah (sallallaahu alayhi wassallam) said, “Give glad tidings to this 

nation of Muslims with sublimity and deen and high rank and victory and establishment 

throughout the Earth. So whoever from amongst them does an action for the hereafter for 

this worldly life will not have any part of the hereafter.”

So this is a proclamation and a sure promise without a doubt. Contemplate 

however upon the condition of sincerity in the Messenger’s (sallallaahu alayhi 

wassallam) speech wherein he said “…so whoever from amongst them does an action 

for the hereafter for this worldly life…”

Meaning, that a person has the characteristics of good actions, however the 

person merely wanted by these actions the worldly life and its cheap 

enjoyments and as a result, such a person is not aided or helped.

But how can such a person be helped by Allaah when his actions are not the 

actions for the hereafter, meaning - with other than obedience to Allaah?!

A group of believers from the companions of the Messenger (sallallaahu

alayhi wassallam) went out on an expedition during the battle of Hunayn and 

there were some new Muslims amongst them. 

6 Muslims have to take heed of these facts that are taking place amongst Muslims as opposed to playing 

down the seriousness of shirk in the Muslim word as being nothing but merely ‘folkloric.’ Indeed, there

are those that even claim that such actions of shirk have a basis in the deen?! [TN]
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They saw that the mushrikeen were tying their weapons to a tree called dhaat

anwaat in order to seek blessings similar to the practices of many ignorant 

Muslims nowadays, who lose the remembrance of Allaah and neglect Him, 

instead resorting to Allah’s creation. 

The weak ones said – and they had recently left the days of jaahiliyyah and 

shirk – “O Messenger of Allaah make for us a dhaat anwaat as they have a dhaat 

anwaat.”

Then the Messenger said, upon him be prayers and peace: “Allaah is Greater 

– and in another narration – Glory be to Allaah – Indeed it is a just a custom, you 

said, I swear by the One Who has my soul in His hands, just as the people of Moosaa 

said to Moosaa,

>

<

“…Make for us a god just as they have gods…””

{Soorah al-A’raaf (7): 138}7

So contemplate on this hadeeth and how great it is!

The newness of their Islam didn’t stop the Prophet (sallallaahu alayhi

wassallam) from denying their statement of shirk.  Although he (sallallaahu

alayhi wassallam) was outside with this good group for the clear fight against 

the kuffaar, this didn’t stop him from speaking about their mistake in belief. 

Because if he was to be quiet about this, it would have affected the jihaad,

and Allah is Knowing of its affliction. Then it is not at all permissible to be 

7 Saheeh - Ahmad
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silent about the right of Allah to be worshipped alone, this is a great 

condition.8

The Muslim ummah still has not paid attention to the realization of tawheed. It 

still has been quiet about the old and senior citizens and about many of the 

educated who depend on the lie of a magician or narration of a soothsayer. 

Or those who place hopes in the graves and tombs of the dead pious, and 

other well known practices of shirk today. For this reason it is not possible 

for this ummah to seek victory or glory. 

This was the Messenger’s (sallallaahu alayhi wasallam) harshness and anger for 

the sake of Allaah with those who merely resembled people who hung their 

weapons to trees without worshiping the tree or making du’aa to the tree. 

So how would the Messenger’s anger be with one who seeks help and aid 

with a dead man in a grave? Or keeps some mud or relics of the dead in 

order to seek victory?9

Ibn Qayyim (raheemahullaah) in Ighaathat ul-Lahfaan10 says,

“So if taking this tree as a place of devotion to hang weapons around it was taking 

another god besides Allaah, even though they did not worship it or ask it for anything, 

what about devotion around a grave and making du’aa to it?! So what relation does the 

fitnah of the tree have to the fitnah of the grave? If only the people of Shirk and bida’ 

knew!”

8 This hadeeth from our beloved Prophet Muhammad (sallallaahu alayhi wassallam) demonstrates the 

importance of warning Muslims against shirk and innovations in worship. Furthermore, match these

words of the Prophet (sallallaahu alayhi wassallam) with those that say “correcting the ‘aqeedah and 

warning Muslims against shirk are merely side issues” or “a cause for disunity” or “not important in the

current era” (!?) – [TN]

9 Yet in the current era if a Muslim shows the same hatred for Shirk as the Prophet (sallallaahu alayhi

wassallam) did in this hadeeth, they are branded by the ignorant as ‘Wahhabis’ (!?) – [TN]

10 Volume 2; pp. 205 
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I say: The people still remember when a person would not go out to fight 

against the communists until they had asked the graves for help. To Allaah 

is our complaint! 
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IIBBNN TTAAYYMMIIYYYYAAHH TTEEAACCHHEESS TTHHEE PPEEOOPPLLEE TTAAWWHHEEEEDD

DDUURRIINNGG DDEEFFEENNSSIIVVEE JJIIHHAAAADD

When the Mongols invaded Shaam, the Muslims went out to confront them, 

yet they has some practices of Shirk amongst their ranks. Ibn Taymiyyah 

(raheemahullaah) emphasised correcting the ‘aqeedah of the Muslims and 

calling the Muslims to tawheed, as is mentioned in his refutation of al-Bakri 

which has been published as Talkhees Kitaab ul-Istighaatha (vol. 2, pp. 731-

732): “Some of the senior scholars from our companions were saying 

that tawheed is the greatest thing knowing that it is the basis of the 

deen. Yet on the other hand, others were calling upon the dead and 

asking them for help, supplicating to them, humbling themselves to 

them and maybe even what they were doing with the dead was the 

worst thing, calling upon the dead in times of need. They were 

therefore calling upon the dead hoping for a response to their request 

or they make a supplication by the grave of the dead as opposed to 

worshipping Allaah and calling upon only Him. They call upon the 

dead most of the time to the extent that when the enemies, who were 

outside the Divine Legislation of Islaam, entered Damascus, some of 

the people went out to seek help from the dead at the graves which 

people hoped could remove afflictions. Some of the poets said:

O those who are scared of the Mongols, 

go to the grave of Abee ‘Umar 

and:

seek refuge in the grave of Abee ‘Umar, 

it will save you from harms and afflications” 
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I say: hopefully the reader will pay attention to the fact that this was during a 

defensive jihaad not an offensive jihaad. This is a clear refutation of those 

who say that it is not important to correct ‘aqeedah during a defensive jihaad,

claiming that correction of the ‘aqeedah is only during the offensive jihaad,

and with Allaah is success. 
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EEVVEENN IIFF TTHHEERREE AARREE RRIIGGHHTTEEOOUUSS PPEEOOPPLLEE WWIITTHHIINN

AANN AARRMMYY TTHHAATT HHAASS SSHHIIRRKK,, IITT WWIILLLL SSTTIILLLL BBEE

DDEEFFEEAATTEEDD

Ibn Taymiyyah said after his previous speech that has been quoted: “I said 

to them: those who were seeking help and assistance from the dead in 

the graves that even if they were with you in the battle they would be 

defeated as the Muslims at Uhud were defeated.11 As it was certain 

that the army was destroyed due to reasons that necessitated that, 

Allaah’s wisdom is in that.”

11 Contemplate on these two matters:

FFIIRRSSTT:: The necessity of purifying the beliefs of the those striving in the way of Allaah, even 

if there are righteous people amongst them this will not benefit them at all so long as

innovations and idolatrous practices are rampant within the ranks of the Muslims. How can an 

army that seeks nearness to Allaah with shirk and is stubborn towards the muwahhideen be 

aided?!

SSEECCOONNDD:: The sound deduction of Ibn Taymiyyah wherein he deducted the low with the 

lofty. The Muslims at Uhud did not fall into shirk yet they disobeyed the messenger

(sallallaahu alayhi wassallam) and were thus defeated. So is it reasonable to think that 

Muslims will be aided by Allaah if they have innovations, idolatrous practices, Sufism, denial 

of Allaah’s attributes (tajahhum), rafd (rejection of the rightly guided caliphs) and great

tribulations?!
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WWHHOOEEVVEERR LLEEAAVVEESS FFIIGGHHTTIINNGG DDUUEE TTOO

IINNNNOOVVAATTIIOONNSS AANNDD SSHHIIRRKK

Then Ibn Taymiyyah (raheemahullaah) said: “So therefore the people of 

knowledge of the deen and those possessing insight did not fight on 

that occasion alongside the practices of innovations and shirk. This 

was due to the fact that the fight was not a Divinely Legislated fight 

that Allaah and His messenger have commanded, as evil and 

corruption would have been achieved as opposed to the desired 

victory from the fight. There would not have been any rewards in this 

life or in the next for whoever knows this. As for many of those who 

believed that this was a Divinely Legislated fight then they will be 

rewarded for their intentions. After that we began to command the 

people to have sincerity to the deen of Allaah and to seek help from 

Him and that they should not seek help from anyone other than 

Allaah, whether it be an angel or prophet, as Allaah said on the Day of 

Badr:

“(Remember) when you asked for help from your Lord, and He 

answered you…” 

{al-Anfaal (8): 9} 

It is also narrated from the Messenger of Allaah (sallallaahu alayhi 

wassallam) said on the day of Badr: “O Ever-Living, O Self-Sufficient, there is 

no god worthy of worship except You, with Your Mercy I ask You for help.”12 In 

12 The verifier mentioned seeking help in this hadeeth which was reported by an-Nasaa’ee

(no. 611); al-Haakim (vol. 1, pp.222) and al-Bayhaqee in his Dalaa’il un-Nubuwwah (vol. 3,

p.49). it is authenticated in the narration of Tirmidhee (hadeeth no. 3524) and others, and 
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another wording: “Rectify all of my affairs and do not make me occupied with myself, 

or to anyone from Your creation.”13

I say: may Allaah encompass Ibn Taymiyyah with mercy, and Ibn Battah 

narrated in his al-Ibaanah (no. 1848) that ‘Umar ibn Abdul- ’Azeez said: “Do

not do battle alongside the Qadariyyah, for they will not be helped.”

from Anas (radi Allaah ‘anhu) with the words: “The Prophet (sallallaahu alayhi wassallam)

whenevr he was worried about a matter would say: “O Ever-Living, O Self-Sufficient, with 

Your Mercy I ask You for help.”

13 The verifier also mentioned that this is a narration from Ahmad (vol. 5, p. 42); Aboo

Daawood (hadeeth no. 590) and al-Bukhaaree in al-Adab ul-Mufrad (hadeeth no. 701), and it 

is saheeh.
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TTHHEE TTRRIIUUMMPPHH OOFF TTHHEE MMUUSSLLIIMMSS OOVVEERR TTHHEE

MMOONNGGOOLLSS WWAASS AAFFTTEERR TTHHEE MMUUSSLLIIMMSS HHAADD

CCOORRRREECCTTEEDD TTHHEEIIRR ‘‘AAQQEEEEDDAAHH AANNDD BBEEGGAANN TTOO

TTRRUULLYY FFOOLLLLOOWW TTHHEE MMEESSSSEENNGGEERR

Then Ibn Taymiyyah said (raheemahullaah): “When the people rectified 

their affairs and were truthful in seeking help from only Allaah, Allaah 

gave them victory over their enemy with a mighty victory indeed. The 

Mongols had not suffered such a defeat as they did on that occasion. 

The realisation of the tawheed of Allaah was corrected and obeying 

the Messenger from whence they did not beforehand. Allaah gave 

victory to His messenger and those who believed with him in this life 

and in on the day when the witnesses will be established.”

I say: this indicates that there will not be any establishment upon the earth 

until the correct deen is established in the souls, and is corroborated in the 

Book of Allaah: 

“Indeed, Allaah will not change a condition of a people until they 

change what is in themselves. And when Allaah intends for a people 

ill, there is no repelling it. And there is not for them besides Him any 

patron.”

{ar-Ra’d (13): 11} 

Contemplate the words of Ibn Taymiyyah (raheemahullaah): “the realisation 

of tawheed of Allaah and obeying the messenger” is understood as the

reason why the scholars made the tawheed of Allaah and following the 
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messenger (sallallaahu alayhi wassallam) a condition in order to realise victory. 

These two conditions should not be ignored and they are only ignored by 

the one who follows the principle of Machiavelli14 “the ends justify the 

means.”

this is what I would initially like to mention to my brothers and we ask 

Allaah to expand our hearts with tawheed and to guide us to His straight path.

14 Niccolo Machiavelli was a 16th century CE Italian political theorist who discussed frequently the use

of immorality in order to justify the ends of an individual. Machiavelli was an admirer of the ancient

Roman Empire and also Cesare Borgia of the infamous Borgia family of Italy; Machiavelli was thus an

advocate of despotism. Machiavelli’s most famous writings and works are the Prince and Discourses

on the First Ten Books of Titus Livius. Shaykh ‘AbdulMaalik (hf) is emphasising how some Muslims

have deviated from referring to the Qur’aan, sunnah and manhaj of the salaf in rectifying their affairs 

and have rather began to utilise a manhaj which has more in common with Niccolo Machiavelli. There

are many examples of this practice, with some even resorting to sinister political moves in the name of

advancing da’wah. [TN]
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OOPPPPOOSSIINNGG TTHHEE MMEESSSSEENNGGEERR ((SSAALLLLAALLLLAAAAHHUU

AALLAAYYHHII WWAASSSSAALLLLAAMM)) LLEEAADDSS TTOO AA RREEMMOOVVAALL OOFF

VVIICCTTOORRYY

None of you should be deluded enough to say: whatever is within our ranks 

of burdens is of little significance as our enemies are kuffaar, arrogant and 

proud against the truth. Do not let delusions lead you to the principle of 

weighing up between the good and the bad as Allaah has shown us the good 

in this ummah with the best part of it in the example of the first cavalry 

troops things of manifestations of defeat and weakness, and these were the 

companions of the messenger of Allaah (sallallaahu alayhi wassallam) who at 

that time were confronting the most arrogant, wild and the most 

disbelieving of the creation of Allaah. 

In order that you do not forget the battle of Badr, wherein the Prophet 

(sallallaahu alayhi wassallam) commanded the archers to not leave their 

positions. He said to them, as is related in Bukhaaree and Abee Daawood, 

“Do not leave (your positions), even if you see that we are overpowering them! Do not leave 

(your positions) even if you see that they are overpowering us, do not come o our rescue!” 

and in another narration, “Even if you see us being heavily defeated, do not leave your 

positions!”

Yet when they saw that the Muslims were winning and that the spoils of war 

were within their grasp and their eyes were upon it and their souls were 

focused on it, all of the archers left their positions desiring the spoils of war. 

So they left their positions saying “The booty! The booty!” whilst their leader, 

‘Abdullaah bin Jubayr (radi Allaahu ‘anhu) said to them: “Have you forgotten 

what the messenger of Allaah (sallallaahu alayhi wassallam) said to you?” They went 

for the booty and their attention was focused on it, opposing what they had 
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been commanded to do (i.e. remain in their positions) and they were thus 

defeated, with seventy Muslims killed. The enemy defeated them and Allaah 

left them as they had opposed the command of the messenger (sallallaahu

alayhi wassallam). And this is with those who Allaah aided the deen with! They

left their positions, so Allaah left them at that moment and they thus 

missed out on Allaah’s pleasure even though Allaah destined for them 

victory after that. So contemplate on this! Allaah says, 

>

<

“Why (is it that) when a (single) disaster struck you (on the day of 

Uhud), although you had struck (the enemy in the battle of Badr) 

with one twice as great, you said, “From where is this?” Say, “It is 

from yourselves (i.e. due to your sin).” Indeed, Allaah is over all 

things competent.” 

{Aal-‘Imraan (3): 165} 

Allaah also says, 

“…but what comes to you of evil (O man, is from yourself.” 

{an-Nisaa (4): 79} 

A disaster is due one’s own self so it must be confronted, as Allaah is with 

him and whoever is conscious of Him, as Allaah said, 

><
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“Indeed, Allaah is with those who fear Him, and those who are doers 

of good.” 

{an-Nahl (16): 128} 

This is the second condition of the amount of eemaan, which is following 

the right of messenger (sallallaahu alayhi wassallam).

TTHHEE FFIIRRSSTT CCOONNDDIITTIIOONN:: I remind you of it, tawheed without 

associating partners with Allaah. 

TTHHEE SSEECCOONNDD CCOONNDDIITTIIOONN:: following the messenger (sallallaahu alayhi 

wassallam) without innovation or disobedience. 

Allaah combined this two in one verse from the verses of jihaad, which is in 

His saying, 

><

“O Prophet, sufficient for you is Allaah and for whoever follows you of 

the believers.” 

{al-Anfaal (8): 64} 

Meaning: Allaah is with you and the Muslims who combined the two 

conditions: eemaan and following (the messenger, sallallaahu alayhi wassallam)

“…and for whoever follows you of the believers.” Ibn Taymiyyah in 

Minhaj us-Sunnah (8/487-488) commented on this verse so refer to it as it is 

valuable! If most of the Muslims were upon these two descriptions (eemaan 

and following the messenger) Allaah would not delay victory for them and 

victory would not escape them at all, for his reason Allaah said,
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“It is the promise of Allaah, Allaah does not fail in His promise, but 

most of the people do not know.” 

{ar-Room (30): 6} 

So how did the companions of the messenger (sallallaahu alayhi wassallam)

become victorious over their enemies as they were humans who made 

mistakes as others make mistakes? Ibn Hibbaan and others reported from 

Abi’l-Misbah who said: “We were travelling in Rome in a group led by 

Maalik bin ‘Abdullaah al-Jutha’mee. Maalik passed by Jaabir ibn ‘Abdillaah 

who was walking holding the rope of a donkey. Maalik said to him, “O Abaa 

‘Abdullaah! Sit on the donkey as Allaah has gifted you with it.” Jaabir 

replied, “I am letting it rest and I am not in need of the people, for I heard the messenger 

of Allaah (sallallaahu alayhi wassallam) say, “a person whose feet have become dusty in 

the path of Allah, his body is made Haraam upon Hell (he will never enter Hell).” This 

saying surprised Maalik who had called Jaabir raising his voice. Jaabir knew 

what Maalik wanted (meaning: Jaabir understood that Maalik wanted all of 

the remaining army to be able to hear him), thus he raise Jaabir voice and 

said, “I am letting it rest and I am not in need of the people, for I heard the messenger of 

Allaah (sallallaahu alayhi wassallam) say, “a person whose feet have become dusty in the 

path of Allah, his body is made Haraam upon Hell (he will never enter Hell).” So the 

people got down from their donkeys, and I have not seen so many people 

walking as I did that day. Imaam al-Albaanee (raheemahullaah) authenticated it 

in al-Irwaa, hadeeth (no.1183). 

Glory be to Allaah, following the messenger (sallallaahu alayhi wassallam) even 

in the dusty regions of the earth, this is how the victory is achieved for this 

ummah. Therefore, it is a must for this ummah to pay attention to the 

fact that this issue is not one of having many numbers, gathered 

without guidance as some of the so-called intelligent perceive. 
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However, the example is with educating and cultivating the ummah 

upon tawheed being sincere to Allaah and also with absolute 

following of the messenger (sallallaahu alayhi wassallam).
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TTHHEE PPRRIINNCCIIPPLLEE OOFF CCOOUUNNTTEERR--BBAALLAANNCCIINNGG

BBEETTWWEEEENN TTHHEE GGOOOODD AANNDD TTHHEE BBAADD

Allaah says, 

“Indeed, Allaah is with those who fear Him...” 

{an-Nahl (16): 128} 

So it is strange that some of the people want to cancel out the condition of 

taqwaa saying “Whoever is amongst the Muslims from negligence, then 

they will still be victorious; as their enemies are worse than them, the 

enemies are communists or secularists or Zionists or malicious 

Christians.” This is the principle of counter-balancing (muwaazanah) at 

work and its negative impact on the ummah, to the extent that you see them 

weaving threads of delusion as if they want to cancel those verses from the 

Qur’aan. Rather, as if they want to argue with their Lord if He does not act 

in accordance with this principle of counter-balancing upon which they 

think the Muslims will gain always victory, even if the kuffaar are worse and 

more evil than them!! 

Imaam Aboo Nu’aym reported in al-Hilya (5/303) from ibn ul-Mubaarak 

from Maslamah bin Abee Bakr, from a amn from the Quraysh: “’Umar ibn 

‘Abdul’Azeez said to some of those working with him, “I exhort you to 

have consciousness and fear of Allaah in every state that you find yourselves 

in. as having taqwaa of Allaah is the best tool to have and the most far-

reaching plan and the mightiest strength. Nothing will be more sever against 

your enemies than guarding you own selves from disobeying Allaah, as I 
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fear sins more than I fear the plots and plans of your enemies. We only 

overcome and become victorious over our enemies due to their sins and if it 

was not due to this then we would not have any power over them. As our 

numbers are not like their numbers and our strength is not like their 

strength, so if we do not become victorious due to our hate of them we will 

not overcome them with our strength. And do not let your enmity of 

anyone from the people cause you not to be more cautious over your own 

sins and know that there are noble angels of Allaah protecting you who 

know what you do in your homes, so be wary of them and treat your 

companions well and do not exhort them to disobey Allaah whilst you are 

claiming to be in the path of Allaah. And do not say that the enemies are 

worse than us and that they will not gain victory over us even if we 

commit sins. And how many a people have been overcome, or have 

been angered due to having worse sins than even them. So ask Allaah 

for help against your own selves just as you ask Him for help against 

your enemies, we ask Allaah for that, for us and for you. Be lenient with 

whoever is with you in your travels and do not burden them nor tire them, 

so that they will meet their enemies and the journey would not have sapped 

their energy. And let not any of you enter into their markets or their 

belongings except whoever can trust himself and his deen. So do not commit 

any oppression, do not increase in sin and do not ascribe anything to its 

people except in truth, as they have sanctity and a covenant of protection 

which is a test for you to adhere to, just as you are tested with patience upon 

it; for the people of rectification will not be victorious over the people of 

war with oppression and injustice. And let your eyes be from those Arabs 

who sought pleasure in taking advice from the people of the earth. Lying 

does not benefit you and cheating is a thing that is against you and not for 

you.”
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I say: with this astonishing sermon ‘Umar ibn ‘Abdul’Azeez (raheemahullaah)

made clear the consequence of this principle (counter-balancing between the 

good and bad points) as it holds back self-criticism and absolves the 

Muslims from taking their own selves to account. 

For this reason, the saying of ‘Umar bin ‘Abdul’Azez (raheemahullaah): “And

do not say that the enemies are worse than us” is a strong proof against 

this misguided principle (of counter-balancing between the good and the 

bad). As the Muslims still read in the Qur’aan and find where Allaah 

connects victory to taqwaa and patience and rectification, such as the saying 

of Allaah: 

><

“And if you are patient and fear Allaah, their plot will not harm you at 

all.”

{Aal-‘Imraan (3): 120} 

And Allaah’s saying, 

>

<

“Yes, if you remain patient and conscious of Allaah and they (i.e., the 

enemy) come upon you (attacking) in rage, your Lord will reinforce 

you with five thousand angels having marks (of distinction).” 

{Aal-‘Imraan (3): 125}

And Allaah’s saying, 
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><

“But if you are patient and fear Allaah – indeed, that is of the matters 

(worthy) of determination.” 

{Aal-‘Imraan (3): 186} 

So do those who obligate the Muslims to join every revolution that is 

assumed to be ‘Islamic’ on the basis of allegiance to the Muslims and 

disassociation from the kuffaar, dare to obligate Allaah to give victory to the 

Muslims no matter what is amongst them and thereby cancelling out the 

conditions of taqwaa, sincerity and following (of the messenger, sallallaahu

alayhi wassallam)?

So if they criticise harshly the people of sunnah for taking people to account 

on the basis of their ‘aqeedah, do they do the same with their Lord who did 

not remain silent from holding the mujaahideen to account for the even the 

slightest mistake? 

For during the Battle of Badr the Prophet (sallallaahu alayhi wassallam) saw the 

benefit in not fighting the enemy and this was before it had been legislated, 

such as the saying of Allaah, 
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“It is not for a prophet to have captives (of war) until he inflicts a 

massacre (upon Allaah’s enemies) in the land. You (i.e. some 

Muslims) desire the commodities of this world,15 but Allaah desires 

(for you) the Hereafter. And Allaah is Exalted in Might and Wise. If 

not for a decree from Allaah that preceded,16 you would not have been 

touched for what you took by a great punishment.” 

{al-Anfaal (8): 67-68} 

‘Umar ibn al-Khattaab (radi Allaahu ‘anhu) enumerated what happened in 

this story by mentioning one of the reasons for the defeat of the Muslims on 

the Day of Uhud, as is related in musnad Ahmad and saheeh Muslim. He (radi

allaahu ‘anhu) said, “When the Day of Uhud was a year away, the Muslims were 

punished for what they manufactured on the day of Badr by, their taking of the ransom. 

Seventy of them were killed and some of the companions of the messenger of Allaah 

(sallallaahu alayhi wassallam) fled from him, and his (sallallaahu alayhi wassallam) 

helmet was smashed on his head, and blood was flowing from his head.” 

The school of thought of counter-balancing between the good and the bad 

that has been invented today means: looking at the condition of a man, 

meaning his criticism, and then mentioning his good points besides his 

negative points. The one who applies this counter-balancing claims that 

justice will not be done except with such counter-balancing. So they slander, 

on the basis of this strange principle, the Salaf us-Saalih its jurists and 

scholars of hadeeth who were still censuring those who deserved censorship 

without it being subject to mentioning the good points and they did not 

deem mentioning good points to be necessary. Indeed, I have read that 

15 i.e. material benefit, such as the ransom paid for prisoners.

16 Three interpretations of the “decree” are given: that by which the companions of Badr were forgiven; 

that by which intentional errors in judgement by believers are not punished; and that which made

lawful the spoils of war. 
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some of them say that it is not permissible to mention an innovator without 

mentioning his good points. Furthermore, I have heard from some of them 

and I have read from others that it is compulsory to apply the principle of 

counter-balancing, even with the kuffaar. They even claim that Allaah 

mentions the good points of the kuffaar alongside their bad points un order 

to do justice to them. They even go further in this affair by claiming that 

Allaah did not just mention the evil of alcohol and gambling but also 

mentioned their good points, wherein Allaah said, 

><

“Say, “In them is great sin and (yet, some) benefit for people.”” 

{Baqarah (2): 219}!!

This principle only aids innovation and its people and some of those who 

ascribe themselves to the sunnah were cultivated among the people of 

innovation to the extent that their hearts loved them and they drunk from 

some of their innovations. Then when came the arrows of the sunnah came, 

they tried to lift the blame off the calls of innovation saying, “don’t forget 

their good points!” Such watering down is not applicable to a person of 

innovation let alone a raafidee or an Islamic activist from the Arabian 

peninsula, indeed some of hem even make exceptions for the rawaafid

(shee’ah)! Yet when they criticise the people of sunnah, the salafees, they do not 

view them as having any sanctity and they do not know of any good from 

them!!

So from the end results of this principle (of counter-balancing between the 

good and bad points) is to support all revolutions that are claimed to be 

‘Islamic,’ by claiming that those who are opposing them are kuffaar or 

secularists. Yet at the same time they do not observe the conditions of 
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jihaad and they do not make clear the condition of those who are assumed 

to be ‘mujaahideen’ rather they consider that it is enough that they are raising 

the flag of Islaam, meaning; Islaam!! So woe betide the one who dares to ask 

about their ‘aqeedah, as “now is not the time for that”! As for asking about 

the adherence of such followers to the sunnah and their acting in accordance 

with the authentic hadeeth, then that is far from what they discuss! 

This issue of counter-balancing has been refuted by the people of 

knowledge and the best that has been written on the topic, from what I 

know, is that by al-Allaamah Rabee’ bin Haadee al-Madkhalee in his book 

The Methodology of Ahl us-Sunnah wa’l-Jamaa’ah in Criticising Books, Groups and 

Individuals,17 so refer to it as it is a valuable work! 

17 This has been translated as The Methodology of Ahl us-Sunnah wa’l-Jamaa’ah on Criticizing 

Individuals, Books and Groups (Al-Ibaanah Publications, 2005) by Ismaa’eel Alarcon. [TN]
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CCOONNCCLLUUSSIIOONN

It is necessary for Muslims to realise two conditions within themselves in 

order to achieve honour: 

FFIIRRSSTT:: The amount of eemaan

SSEECCOONNDD:: The amount of material means at disposal. 

The amount of eemaan is of two parts: 

The first part is: being sincere to Allaah in the deen.

The second part is: following the messenger of Allaah (sallallaahu alayhi 

wassallam).

We can take benefit from the Battle of Hunayn, if those who were fighting 

were upon sound belief and sincere adherence to the sunnah, then something 

strange emerged from them and this strangeness reached the hearts and thus 

corrupted sincerity, and they were prevented from victory, so how can they 

be victorious if they were upon unsound belief from the foundations?!

We can also take benefit from the Battle of Uhud, if those who were 

fighting were upon sound belief and sincere adherence to the sunnah, then 

they disobeyed the messenger (sallallaahu alayhi wassallam) and they were thus 

prevented from victory. So what about if they left off the sunnah from the 

beginning, ascribing themselves to sects of innovations?! This is with regards 

to following and the other is with regards to tawheed and thus Allaah 

punished both of the two groups, even though the messenger (sallallaahu

alayhi wassallam) and the righteous of the believers were fighting with them 

and also with the fact that their divergence neither nullified following (of the 

messenger, sallallaahu alayhi wassallam) nor tawheed, so contemplate O people 

of insight! 
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With this we ask Allaah to open our hearts to the truth and to guide us to the right path, 

and to give us success in obeying Him and to perfect worshiping Him and remembering 

Him and to make the word of the Muslims that which He loves and is pleased with. 

O Allaah show us the truth and help us to follow it and show us the falsehood and help 

us to stay way from it. 

“Our Lord, we have wronged ourselves, and if You do not forgive us 

and have mercy upon us, we will surely be among the losers.” 

{al-A’raaf (7): 23} 

“Our Lord, indeed whoever You admit to the Fire – You have 

disgraced him, and for the wrongdoers there are no helpers. Our 

Lord, indeed we have heard a caller (i.e. Prophet Muhammad, 

sallallaahu alayhi wassallam) calling to faith (saying), ‘Believe in your 

Lord,’ and we have believed. Our Lord, so forgive us our sins and 

_________________________________________________________________
© SalafiManhaj 2006

42



The Path to Honour and Establishment 

_____________________________________________________________________

remove from us our misdeeds and cause us to die with the righteous. 

Our Lord, and grant us what You promised us through Your 

messengers and do not disgrace us on the Day of Resurrection. 

Indeed, You do not fail in (Your) promise.” 

{Aali-‘Imraan (3): 192-194} 

><

“Our Lord, make us not (objects of) torment for the disbelievers and 

forgive us, our Lord. Indeed, it is You who is the Exalted in Might, 

the Wise.” 

{al-Mumtahinah (60): 5} 

>

<

“Our Lord, forgive us and our brothers who preceded us in faith and 

put not in our hearts (any) resentment toward those who have 

believed. Our Lord, indeed You are Kind and Merciful.” 

{al-Hashr (59): 10} 

O Allaah grant victory to Islaam and the Muslims and put a calamity on Your enemies 

and their enemies. With this, I seek Allaah’s forgiveness for myself and for you, indeed 

He is the Most-Forgiving, the Most Merciful. 
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